




















EXTRACTS FROM THE FIRST LORD BINGLEY'S LETTERBOOK OCTOBER 1727
to SEPTEMBER 1728 (THREE YEARS BEFORE HIS DEATH).

- - -

TO HIS HEAD GARDENER "FLEMING" re HIS ASSTNT GARDENER "MATHIAS"

QUOTE:
" APPLY HIS WHOLE STRENGTH TO DIGGING THE NEW CANAL THAT IS MARKED OUT FOR
THE WATER FROM WHITTLE CARR, AND CARRY THE EARTH INTO THE LINE THAT GOES
TO THE URN ALREADY BEGUN"
FLEMING IN ANSWER TO MANY DETAILED QUESTIONINGS SENDS REPORTS AS TO THE
PROGRESS AND DELAYS IN BOTH WALL BUILDING AND WATER BRINGING, AND ALSO

WINTER
AS TO SUCH MISHAPS AS THAT, OWING TO THE HEAVY/RAINs, QUOTE:

"HERE IS A GREAT DEAL OF THE WALL FALLEN DOWN, NEW PLANTING WILL BE
NECESSARY IN THE LITTLE GARDEN ON THE NORTH SIDE OF THE HOUSE, THE
PEACH, APRICOT AND CHERRYS THERE BEING MOST OF THEM DEAD, AND MBE WALL
BEING 15 - 16 FEET HIGH WILL ACCOMMODATE 6 or 7 PEAR TREES.

THE HARES HAVE EATEN HALF THE LITTLE FIRS PLANTED IN BLACK FEN WALK, AND
MANY IN THE THICKETS AND SOME IN THE KITCHEN GARDEN" UNQUOTE.

MUCH OF CORRESPONDENCE DEALS WITH MONEY MATTERS.
OVER

STEWARD SLACK IN GETTING IN THE RENTS, SOME OF WHICH HE HAS TO PAY PIER TO

FLEMING TO MEET THE WAGES. FLEMING CASUAL IN MONEY MATTERS AND MIKES UP
THE MONEY, WHICH IN ACCORDANCE WITH MY LORD'S INSTRUCTIONS THAT MONEY MUST
BE KEPT IN DISTINCT BAGS AND CHESTS FOR VARIOUS PURPOSES.
FLEMING NOT HAPPY TO HAVE TO DEAC.rWITH MONEY MATTERS.

DESIRES TO LEAVE, BUT HAS TO WAIT UNTIL MY LORD COMES DOWN FROM LONDON IN
THE SUMMER. HIS WAGES £30 PER ANNUM. BUT THE ONLY MONEY PAYMENT WAS £10
AS HE ATE WITH THE FAMILY. HE WAS A A RESPONSIBLE & HIGHLY PAID RETAINER.

POSTILLIONS WAGES WERE £5 PER ANNUM. LABOURERS PAID EIGHT SHILLINGS A WEEK
AND WHEN PEAS AND WHEAT RISES TO EIGHT SHILLINGS A BUSHEL SOME OF THEM DECLARE
THEY WOULD HAVE TO QUOTE: RUN FROM THEIR FAMILIES" THIS PAYMENT FAIRLY HIGH.
AS THE CASE OF ONE CASUAL LABOURER: AGREED TO SERVE FOR FOUR YEARS AT 5/-



when he finds himself meat and dRINK AND PAYS 2/- WHEN HE DINES WITH THE
FAMILY. IN RETURN FOR THIS REMUNERATION HE PROMIES NOT TO GO STRAY FROM
HIS WORK AND NOT BE FUDDLED.
QUOTE: FROM LETTER:

MY LORD DIRECTS YOU TO TAKE PARTICULAR CARE THAT BANTERM BE PUNISHED
SEVERLY EITHER BY WHIPPINGS OR LOCKING UP IF HE DOES NOT DO THE TASKS YOU
SET HIM"

SMALLEST DETAILS OF EXPENDITURE HAVE TO BE REPORTED: EVEN OILING OF THE
FRONT DOOR.

GOES ON TO CRITICIZE THE COST OF £75. 11.1d. FOR ERECTION OF A HOUSE & BARN.
ALTHOUGH THE RUNNING EXPENSES OF RUNNING BRAMHAM WERE VERY LOW AT MOST
TIMES, WE FIND THAT, PREPARATIONS FOR BINGLEY TO SUSTAIN HIS REPUTATION FOR
LIVING VERY HANDSOMELY DURING HIS PERIODS OF RESIDENCE.

IN VIEW OF THE FAMILY'S ARRIVAL IN JULY 1728 ORDERS ARE GIVEN TO GET SOME
FOWL INTO THE HOUSE, AND TO HAVE A BUCK KILLED ONCE A FORTNIGHT. EXTRA

SERVANTS ARE TO BE GOT IN TO HELP THE COOK, BUTLER AND OTHER MEMBERS OF THE STAFF.
FAMILY TAKE THE COACH FOR YORKSHIRE ON THE 17th July.

THREE MUSICIANS COLLECTED BY COACH FROM TADCASTER. BUT NO MEAT OR DRINK TO BE
GIVEN TO THEM UNTIL HIS LORDSHIP ARRIVED.
QUOTE from LETTER:

IT WILL BE PROPER TO GET SOME LITTEL PORT WINE FOR THE MUSIC, AND IF
YOU HAVE BOTTLES TO BOTTLE OF A HOGSHEAD OF SOME OF•THE MALT LIQUOR
THAT.IS BEST AND FINEST"
THIS LETTER WRITTEN ON THE '16TH, BUT A LATER LETTER SAYS
"LET THE MUSIC CHOOSE THEMSELVES A HOGSHEAD OF DRINK OUT OF THE
CELLAR AS THEY USED TO DO. AND THAT IT BE KEPT SEPARATE FOR THEM ONLY"

LORD BINGLEY DIED THREE YEARS LATER 1731.



ROBERT BENSON - THE YOUNGER:-

BORN. 1676.
MEMBER. OF PARLIAMENT FOR YORK AT THE AGE OF 30.

LETTER, WRITTEN BY LADY WENTWORTH TO HER SON BABY:

"YOUR BROTHER WENTWORTH TELLS ME BENSON IS TO LOOK AFTER YOUR BUILDING

IN YORKSHIRE. I HAVE FOUND HIM TO BE AN OLD ACQUAINTANCE OF MINE, HIS

FATHER WAS YOUR FATHER'S MORTAL ENEMY, BUT HIS MOTHER WAS PARTICULARLY

KIND TO ME WHEN I WAS IN YORKSHIRE. I HAVE KISSED HIM MANY A TIME: HE

WAS A VERY PRETTY BOY. HE HAS A GOOD ESTATE. I WISH BETTY HAD HIM,
HE WANTS NO MONEY, SO HE NEEDS NOT A WIFE WITH A GOOD ESTATE:

(SHE WAS A LITTLE LATE HOWEVER, AS BENSON WAS ALREADY MARRIED TO
LADY AYLSFORTH.') SISTER TO LORD TMOUTH WHOM HE HAD MET ON

HIS TRAVELS IN ITALY)
1710.

VERY DILIGENT IN HIS DUTIES AS A BURGESS OF THE CITY OF YORK. ATTENDED
EVERY ASSIZE, AND IS BUILDING A HOUSE 12 to 14 MILES FROM YORK.
HAS SAVED FIVE OR SIX THOUSAND POUNDS OR MORE. HE HAS LIVED VERY
HANDSOMELY IN THE COUNTY WITHOUT BEING A DRINKER, THOUGH VERY GALLANT
AMONG THE LADIES.
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